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Doctoral Education Pilot Funding
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1000 doctoral positions funded for 2024-2027

3-year funding Expected graduation time 3-4
years

Part of the initiative to increase Finland’s R&D funding
to 4% of GDP by 2030

Pilot new practices in doctoral education to increase
the number of doctors in the private sector / industry



Flagship themes (800) Non-Flagship themes (200)

Source: https:/ /okm.f i/en/ -/universit ies-receive-addit ional-funding-for-training-a-thousand-new-doctoral-graduates

Doctoral Education Pilot Funding

1000
DOCTORAL
POSITIONS
(255 M€)

https://okm.fi/en/-/universities-receive-additional-funding-for-training-a-thousand-new-doctoral-graduates


I-DEEP consortium based on the activities of⎻ Flagship for Photonics research and Innovation (PREIN)⎻ Photonics nat ional research infrastructure (FinnLight)⎻ Associate partners: photonics Finland VTT

72 positions

University Positions

Tampere University 26

University of Eastern
Finland

15

Aalto University 14

University of Jyväskylä 6

University of Turku 4

University of Oulu 4

Åbo Akademi 3

⎻ Calls opened in April-May⎻ Over 700 applicants⎻ Decisions made May-June⎻ Posit ions f il led from August 1,
2024 /  January 1, 2025

I-DEEP: Innovative Doctoral Education Ecosystem for
Photonics - Organization



R&D Fields
• Optoelectronics
• Lasers
• Nonlinear opt ics
• Waveguides & optical f ibre
• Photovoltaic
• Integrated optics
• Communicat ion
• Plasmonics
• Printed optics
• Organic materials
• Quantum optics
• Biophotonics
• Spectroscopy
• Nanostructures & nanomaterials
• MOEMS
• Imaging

I-DEEP in a Nutshell

● Extends beyond PREIN partners



Practical Organization is Light
STEERING COMMITEE

Goëry Genty (TAU)
Jyrki Saarinen (UEF)
Zhipei Sun (Aalto)
Gerrit Groenhof (UJ)
Tapio Fabritius (UO)
Nicklas Anttu (ÅA)
Kimmo Luoma (UT)

Tea Vellamo (TAU, Admin.
Coordinator)
Jussi Hiltunen (VTT)
Juha Purmonen (PF)
Industry representative

• General orientations
• Follow up

• Events organization
• National coordination

ADVISORY BOARD

• Collaboration
• Skills & needs

• Employment perspectives
• Feedback

Industry & Stakeholders

Studies

Publicat ions

Mobility

Feedback

Program
Monitoring

Academic

Industry

Mentoring
System



I-DEEP Curriculum is Designed for Personalized Training

R&D
expert

Employability &
leadership

Social & intercultural
skills

Integrity &
ethics

Progress &
career path

Co-supervision
with industry
partner

Aligned with
current needs
of industry and
societal
challenges

Company
internship

Research
visit
abroad

Research
integrity

Open-access
data

Data
management
plan

Research

Industrial
perspect ives

Soft skil ls

Entrepreneurship

Academic
mentor

Industry
advisor

MentorshipI-DEEP
Days

Responsible
Science

MobilityProject



Advisory board

Internships

Collaboration (Co-Supervision)

Consortia/ Research Network

Mentoring

Opportunities to
get involved

for companies

Get in Touch During OPDs!



Web page: prein.fi

Contains all relevant
information

Can express interest for
various forms of
collaboration

How to get involved?



Form to be filled





CONTACTS

Goëry
Genty
Director

Jyrki
Saarinen
Vice-

director

Tea
Vellamo
Admin.

coordinator

Juha
Purmonen
Photonics Finland

rep.

goery.genty@tuni.f i jyrki.saarinen@uef.f i tea.vellamo@tuni.f i juha.purmonen@photonics.f i
juha-.purmonen@uef.f i

mailto:goery.genty@tuni.fi
mailto:jyrki.saarinen@uef.fi
mailto:tea.vellamo@tuni.fi
mailto:juha.purmonen@photonics.fi
mailto:juha-.purmonen@uef.fi


Industry vision on the pilot

Dr. Heikki Holmberg,
Director of R&D, Okmetic Oy



The industry vision and how we can achieve it

Okmetic | PREIN OPD event | Dr. Heikki Holmberg Director of R&D | 28.5.20242

Match students and companies
already during studies

Plentiful
international cooperation

Recruit highly
talented students

Create enthusiastic
atmosphere

Ensure diversity
of students

Enough challenging
topics

Cooperate with
other doctoral pilots

Highly talented PhDs working

in industry or own company



Vision of the pilot benefits

Highly talented PhDs working
in industry or own company

More jobs and tax
revenue

More foreign
investment to

Finland

Faster growth of
current companies

More jobs and tax
revenue

New start-ups

More jobs and  tax
revenue

Okmetic | PREIN OPD event | Dr. Heikki Holmberg Director of R&D | 28.5.20243



K iitos!

Okmetic | PREIN OPD event | Dr. Heikki Holmberg Director of R&D | 28.5.20244
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